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What is urban innovation in the context of the current megatrends of 

urbanisation, globalisation and climate change ?

Nigeria: +200 million

USA: +103 million

Indonesia: +92 million

HOUSING DEFICIT (SLUM)

2010: 830 million

2020: 890 million?

2030: 940 million?

SANITATION DEFICIT:

Africa:  185 million

Asia:    800 million

LAC:    140 million

• Is it about new policies?

• Is it about technology?

• Is it about new business

models?

• Is it about culture?

• Is it about partnerships &      

governance?  



New Policies: the example of 

the participatory 3Rs in Surabaya



New Policies: the example of 

the participatory 3Rs in Surabaya

Waste To Energy : Generate 

Electricity
Eco Pesantren, Waste 

Bank On School Converting Fossil To Gas Fuel

28 Composting House
Waste Sorting 

Center

Urban Farming

296 Waste Bank 28 Composting House Wind Mill

AIR QUALITY INDEX

WATER QUALITY INDEX



Technology: the example of Repentigny

A multi media lab: the Crealab 
• Creative skills : 20 000 adm. / + 50 % girls 
• School Workshops : 1 500 students: 
500 with learning disabilities + 100 immigrant 
youth 

• 300 visits by young entrepreneurs

Develop youth skills and creativity 
• Support the most vulnerable people 
• Connect with citizens and families 
• Thinking « Out of the box » 
• New technologies

• A vibrant community of 85 000 people 
• A diversified economic base 
• A city at a human scale 
• An opportunity for all to thrive



Technology: the example of Repentigny

• Informational and Social Crossroads
• Personnalized assistance and empowerment 
•  Language barriers and functional limitations 
•  377 people supported / 65 % women 
•  Basic needs (35 %) and family life (20%) 
•  Referral to 100 agencies and Ngos



New Business Models: the case of Women’s 

Markets in Mezitli

Population; 187,536, 59,464 registered 
Syrians

Summer Population; +60,000 tourists

Main Sectors: Agriculture and tourism

40 neighbourhoods

416,52km2 

36,82km2 constructed.



New Business Models: the case of Women’s 

Markets in Mezitli



New forms of partnership: 

the case of La Paz 
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New forms of partnership: 

The case of La Paz

6,842 

Volunteers in 

10 years



New forms of governance:

The Case of Glintung “Go Green” 



New forms of governance:

The Case of Glintung 



New forms of governance:

The Case of Boston 



New forms of governance:

The Case of Boston 



Some concluding observations

Different principles:

1. Put people first

2. Government needs to exercise

leadership and be in the driver’s seat 

3. Push for high standards of quality

4. Engage in continuous learning

5. Share information

7. Engage people

8. Recognise leadership at all levels

“A smart city uses information and communications technology (ICT) to enhance its liveability, workability and sustainability.”“A smart city uses information and communications technology (ICT) to enhance its liveability, workability and sustainability.”“A smart city uses information and communications technology (ICT) to enhance its liveability, workability and sustainability.”

Different entry points:

• Inter-generational 

approach

• Educational approach

• Cultural approach

• Technology approach

• Partnership approach

• Governance approach


